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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old U.S. Mint i n  San Francisco i s  c e r t a i n l y  one of  t h e  f i n e s t  of  a l l  
c l a ss ica l - rev iva l  19th century buildings on the  west coas t .  The massive 
bui ld ing of br ick ,  faced with g ran i t e  a t  the  basement level  and sandstone 
above t h a t ,  was begun the  year a f t e r  the  earthquake of 1868, which caused 
great  damage i n  San Francisco. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  the  building which i s  organized 
around an open courtyard a f t e r  the  plans of Treasury a r c h i t e c t  Alfred B. 
Mullet t ,  was overdesigned s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  withstand the  even worse earthquake 
of 1906. The U.S. Mint was one of the  very few buildings i n  t h e  cen t ra l  
d i s t r i c t  of San Francisco t o  survive. 

The c l a s s i c a l  dress  of t h e  bui ld ing includes a hexastyle Roman dor ic  entrance 
por t i co  a t  the  F i f t h  S t r e e t  s ide ,  with a s impl i f ied  entabla ture  fea tu r ing  
undecorated pediment and a f r i e z e  with t r ig lyphs  but no metopes. A t  t he  four 
corners of the  bui ld ing a r e  projec t ing,  square, three-bay pavi l ions  with dor ic  
p i l a s t e r s .  The f r i e z e  por t ion  of the  pediment a t  the  entrance i s  ca r r i ed  
around the  building,  n ice ly  ty ing the  composition together  v i sua l ly .  Although 
the  building i s  c e r t a i n l y  out of the  mainstream of the  western bui ld ing 
t r a d i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  region, which lay  with l i g h t  wooden bui ld ings ,  and therefore  
i s  without many peers ,  the  Old U.S. Mint deserves t o  be recognized a s  one of 
the  f i n e s t  of c l ass ic - rev iva l  buildings ever done on the  Pac i f i c  Coast. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Begun i n  1869 and completed i n  1874, the  Old U.S. Mint i s  the  most magnificant 
Greek-Revival s t r u c t u r e  i n  Cal i fornia .  The dist inguished English-born 
a r c h i t e c t ,  Alfred B. Mullett  imported t h i s  e n t i r e l y  eas tern  s t y l e  and imposed 
it i n  a monumental way somewhat unfamiliar  t o  t h e  western t a s t e  and t r a d i t i o n  
of  l i g h t  wooden buildings.  One of the  few buildings t o  survive the  San 
Francisco earthquake of 1906, the  U.S. Mint i s  a remarkable example of a 
massive type of c l a s s i c a l  a rch i t ec tu re  re fe r red  t o  a s  Greek-Revival, which 
became enormously popular from one coast  of America t o  the  o ther  i n  the  mid-19th 
century. 

Although t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  importance of Alfred B. Mullet t ,  a r c h i t e c t  of the  
mint, i s  well recognized, the  designation of  the  mint as  a nat ional  landmark 
r e s t s  upon i t s  nat ional  s igni f icance  i n  t h e  westward expansion of America, 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y  upon the  r o l e  it played i n  the  period during which nat ional  
boundaries were extended t o  the  Paci f ic .  

History 

The Old U.S. Mint a t  San Francisco, b u i l t  1869-1874, quickly took the  rank of 
the  p r inc ipa l  mint i n  the  e n t i r e  U.S.A. I t  was one of the  very few s t ruc tu res  
i n  the  cen t ra l  p a r t  of San Francisco t o  survive the  world-famous and devastat ing 
earthquake of 1906. 

The people of San Francisco looked upon the  mint building with p r ide  and 
a f fec t ion ,  and the  new s t r u c t u r e  and the  importance at tached t o  it by the  
nat ional  government proved a source of s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  the  S t a t e  of Cal i fornia  
and t o  the  e n t i r e  Pac i f i c  coast .  I t  implied a recognit ion of the  f a c t  t h a t  
although s i t u a t e d  3,000 miles o r  more from the  s e a t  of government, the  people 
on the  Pac i f i c  s lope were important c i t i z e n s  of the  Union. 

By the  time it  opened i n  1874, the  San Francisco Mint had been placed on an 
independent bas i s ,  and was no longer a subordinate branch of the  Philadelphia 
Mint. The San Francisco Mint took the  rank of the  p r inc ipa l  mint i n  the  country 
s ince  it was the  Federal depot f o r  a l l  gold and s i l v e r ,  and t h i s  was the  period 
when tremendous mineral f inds  were developed i n  the  region. Indeed, the  great  
mass of s i l v e r  from the  Comstock Lode, necess i ta ted  construction of a new mint. 
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A History of Public Buildings Under Control of the Treasury Department (Washington, 
D.C., 1903). 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY one 
UTM REFERENCES 

A (  11 01 b I 52 13 ;2  101 141 11 88 I6 '8 10) 
1 ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING 

BL_I u 1-1 
NORTHING 

c l . A  U 1 U - L - J  
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See continuation sheet 

LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

James Dillon, Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

National Park Service - Historic Sites Survey March 30. 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1100 L Street W. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Washington D.C. * 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 9 6 6  (Public Law 89 -665 ) .  1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev.  10-74) 

U N I T E D  STATtS DLPAKI'bIbNT Ol- THk 1N-1 t:KIOK FOR NPS USE ONLY 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTEREQ i 

Old U.S. Mint 

CONTl NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 

In 1877 a lone ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h e  San Francisco Mint produced $50 mi l l i on  
worth o f  co ins .  By t h e  20th century,  during t h e  ' 3 0 f s ,  more than a  mi l l i on  
d o l l a r s  of  gold b u l l i o n  a  day came i n t o  t h e  rece iv ing  room, and i n  1934, one 
t h i r d  of  t h e  count ry ' s  e n t i r e  gold r e se rves  were housed i n  t h e  San Francisco 
Mint. 
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The Old U.S. Mint, San Francisco, i s  located a t  t h e  Northwest corner  of  
F i f t h  and Mission S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  "downtown" sec t ion  o f  t h a t  c i t y .  Bu i l t  
around a courtyard,  t he  massive bu i ld ing  has a f rontage  of  220 f e e t  on F i f t h  
S t r e e t ,  and 160 f e e t  on Mission S t r e e t .  A 275 foot  square p l o t  was purchased 
by t h e  Federal  Government f o r  $100,000 on March 7,  1867, 13 years  a f t e r  t h i s  
branch of  t h e  Phi lade lphia  Mint was e s t ab l i shed .  The h i s t o r i c a l  ex ten t  o f  
t he  s i t e  i s  c l e a r  then ,  and remains i n t a c t  today a s  t h e  boundary of  t h i s  
n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  landmark. 

Extending 275 f e e t  no r th  and 275 f e e t  west from t h e  corner  of  F i f t h  and 
Mission S t r e e t s ,  t hese  a r e  t h e  south and e a s t  boundaries.  The nor th  and west 
boundaries a r e  then formed by l i n e s  perpendicular  t o  t h e  e a s t  and south 
boundary l i n e s  extending from t h e  just-mentioned corner  of  F i f t h  and Mission 
S t r e e t s .  


